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Second Sunday after the Epiphany – Sunday January 17th, 2021 – 9:00 am 

Music Today                           Cross Road 

AS WE GATHER 

On January, 1984, President Ronald Reagan issued a proclamation designating January 22 as the first National 

Sanctity of Human Life Day. (January 22, 1973, was the day the U.S. Supreme Court legalized abortion-on-

demand in all 50 states.) Churches around the United States use the day to celebrate God's gift of life, 

commemorate the many lives lost to abortion, and commit themselves to protecting human life at every stage. 

The Christian Church continues to recognize the third Sunday in January as Sanctity of Human Life Sunday. 

Today we consider the Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives. How we live and interact with others is important, for 

we are representing the Holy Spirit. Today we are called to remember that our bodies are not our own. Paul 

reminds us in the Epistle that we were bought with a price: the blood of Christ. Our bodies, even our whole 

lives, belong to the Lord, and we are called to consider how we are to best steward the bodies God has given 

us for the sake of His kingdom. For that we are most thankful! 

Gathering Song  Whole In My Heart 

As I loaded up, my online shopping cart 

The days were gloomy, the nights very dark 

Each time I clicked, I still missed the mark 

My heart was empty and lost 

And that’s when I knew I had a hole in my heart 

Hole in my heart    Hold in my heart 

How could I live with a hole in my heart 

Heard of the One, sent by the Father 

Lay in a stable, hung on a tree 

He was the ornament I was searching for 

Salvation of God, reached out to me 

So I pray this Christmas dear Lord Jesus 

Be born in my heart   Be born in my heart 

Come mend the hole in my heart 

Be born in my heart   Be born in my heart 

Come mend the hole in my heart 

Angels singing louder 

Bethlehem drawing closer 

My heart now the manger 

And now I’m whole, in my heart 

I’m whole in my heart   I’m whole in my heart 

This Christmas I’m whole in my heart 

I’m whole in my heart   I’m whole in my heart 

This Christmas I’m whole in my heart 

I’m whole in my heart   I’m whole in my heart 

Praise God now I’m whole in my heart 

Welcome & Invocation              Pastor Aaron Boerst 
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Opening Song                   Christmas Dinner 

And it came to pass on a Christmas evening 

While the doors were shuttered tight 

Outside standing, lonely boychild 

Cold and shivering in the night 

On the street every window 

Save but one was gleaming bright 

And to this window walked the boy-child 

Peeking in, saw candlelight 

Through other windows he had looked at turkeys 

And ducks and geese and cherry pies 

But through this window saw a gray-haired lady 

Table bare and tears  in her eyes 

Into his coat reached the boy-child 

Knowing well there was little there 

He took from his pocket his own Christmas dinner 

A bit of cheese, some bread to share 

His outstretched hands held the food 

And they trembled, as the door it opened wide 

Said he "Would you share with me Christmas Dinner" 

And gently she said, "Come inside" 

The gray-haired lady brought forth to the table 

Some glasses to their last drop of wine 

Said she "Here's a toast to everyone's Christmas 

And especially yours and mine”. 

And it came to pass on that Christmas evening 

While all the doors were shuttered tight 

That in that town, the happiest Christmas 

Was shared by candlelight 

Call to Worship Based on Psalm 139:1–2, 7–8; 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 

Pastor:  O Lord, You have searched and known us. 

People: You discern our thoughts from afar. 

Pastor:  Where shall we go from Your Spirit? 

People: Or where shall we flee from Your presence? 

Pastor:  If we ascend to the highest heights, You are there! 

People: If we make our bed in darkest depths, You are there! 

Pastor:  Our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit. 

People: We were bought with a price, the blood of Christ. 

Confession and Forgiveness    

Pastor: Indeed, we were bought with the precious blood of Christ, and God calls on us to glorify God 

with our bodies, but we have failed to do this. We have lived as if our bodies and lives were our 

own, as if Your Son had not bought them with His blood. Such sins cause deep shame, yet even 

now, our heavenly Father invites us to come to Him and ask for forgiveness. 
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Silence for reflection. 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, 

People: we have sinned by the things we have done and by the things we have left undone. 

Forgive us, remove the shame that clings to us, and make us new creations for the sake of 

Jesus. Amen. 

Pastor: Almighty God, in His infinite mercy and grace, sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die for our sins. In 

His resurrection, He removes our shame and makes us more than conquerors. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name 

of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. Our shame is removed. 

Prayer of the Day 

Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, You paid for our lives with the price of Your blood on the cross. Strengthen us 

to serve You with pure hearts and minds, that we may be witnesses to the word of Your 

forgiveness; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.        

People: Amen.      

Reader                 Chris Fecke     

Old Testament Reading                                                                                                              1 Samuel 3:1–10  

(The Lord calls Samuel.) 

 1The young man Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in 

those days; there was no frequent vision. 

 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his 

own place. 3The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, 

where the ark of God was. 

 4Then the LORD called Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 

called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 

 6And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 

called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and 

the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 

 8And the LORD called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for 

you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the young man. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, 

lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down 

in his place. 

 10And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 

for your servant hears.” 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Epistle Reading                                                                                        1 Corinthians 6:12–20  

(To whom does your body belong?) 

 12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not 

be enslaved by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will destroy 

both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the 

body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are 

members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 
16Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, 
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“The two will become one flesh.” 17But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Flee from 

sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins 

against his own body. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 

have from God? You are not your own, 20for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 

Reader:    This is the Word of our Lord. 

People:   Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                                                  John 1:43–51  

(Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael.) 

 43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now 

Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 

found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 
47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no 

deceit!” 48Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when 

you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the 

King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You 

will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see heaven opened, 

and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

Children’s Message             

Song of the Day        In the Bleak Midwinter 

In the bleak midwinter,  

Frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron,  

Water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow,  

Snow on snow, 

In the bleak midwinter,  

Long ago. 

Heaven cannot hold him, 

Nor earth sustain; 

Heaven and earth shall flee away 

When he comes to reign; 

In the bleak midwinter 

A stable place sufficed 

The Lord God Almighty, 

Jesus Christ. 

Angels and archangels 

May have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim 

Thronged the air; 

But his mother only, 

In her maiden bliss, 
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Worshipped the Beloved 

With a kiss. 

What can I give him, 

Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a wise man 

I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give him – 

Give my heart. 

Sermon                                  From Invisible to Indispensable!                                  Pastor Aaron Boerst 

Creed – APOSTLE’S CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 

thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the Church    

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 

needs. 

Holy Spirit, from sin and sorrow set us free; 

People: may we Your living temples be. 

Pastor: Spirit, inspire all people as they serve in their vocations. Grant them creativity, wisdom, 

discernment, and courage to follow where You lead. From sin and sorrow set us free; 

People: may we Your living temples be. 

Pastor: Spirit, You are the Comforter sent from heaven. Bring Your comfort to all those who are 

suffering in grief. Point them to the hope of the resurrection to eternal peace and life with Jesus. 

From sin and sorrow set us free; 

People: may we Your living temples be. 

Pastor: Spirit, strengthen all those who struggle with addictions. Break their bondage, lead them to get 

the help they need, and remind them that You dwell within them. From sin and sorrow set us 

free; 

People: may we Your living temples be. 

Pastor: Spirit, aid all pastors, teachers, church planters, missionaries, musicians, and servants in Your 

Church. Embolden them as they plant and water the good seeds of the Gospel. We humbly ask 

You to provide growth where and when You will. From sin and sorrow set us free; 

People: may we Your living temples be. 

Pastor: Spirit, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering. Have mercy upon them, and 

heal them according to Your good and gracious will. From sin and sorrow set us free; 

People: may we Your living temples be. 

Pastor: O Lord, Hear us now on behalf of those in our congregation and all who stand in need: 

Local concerns may be added by congregational elder here. 
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Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

Sharing the Peace –   Create in Me 

Create in me a clean heart, O God 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from you presence, O Lord 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Presentation of Gifts     

Pastor:      Heavenly Father, You are the giver of all good things, and Your Word makes clear that every  

                 good and perfect gift comes from You. We ask that You accept these gifts back unto   

                 Yourself and use them to Your glory. [Psalm 145:15, James 1:17] 

People:     Amen. 

Holy Communion 

Preface  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:  And also with you.  

Pastor:   Lift up your hearts. [Colossians 3:1]  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  

Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. [Psalm 136]  

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

Pastor:            We pray:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not   

                       away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirt from me. Restore unto me the joy   

                       of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. [Psalm 51: 10-12]  

People:          Amen. 

The Words of Our Lord  [Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25] 

Proclamation of Christ 

Pastor:   As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.  

[1 Cor.11:26] 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. [Revelation 22:20] 

Lord’s Prayer [Matthew 6:9–13] 

Pastor:    Lord Jesus Christ, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Distribution  

Benediction  [Numbers 6:24-26] 

Pastor:  The LORD bless you and keep you. 
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             The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

Sending Song                  Why 

Why did He come in human form to earth as a babe that night  

Why did He choose a lonely manger, instead of His royal right  

He should have come with trumpets sounding proclaiming His royal might  

Instead His arrival went unnoticed, we chose not to seek His light 
 

Why did He choose to be a humble carpenter all His days 

Why did He take the time to teach us all of His Father’s ways 

He could have all the glory due Him proclaiming it’s His name we raise 

Jesus had come to bear our burden not to demand our praise 
 

Why did it have to be a heavy cross He was made to bear 

Why did they nail His feet and hands His love would have held Him there 

It was a cross for on a cross a thief was supposed to pay 

Jesus had come in to this world to steal every heart away 

Yes, Jesus had come in to this world to steal all our hearts away 
 

CCLI Song # 228623 “Why,” words and music by Michael Card © 1984 Mole End Music. Used By Permission.  CCLI License #1530621 

 

Announcements 

*** TODAY*** 

Offerings: For 2021, we would like to highlight the reverence of your offerings being returned to the Lord by praying 

over them at the altar during worship.  To do this, we ask for you to place your offerings in the collection plates on entry, 

so our ushers can present them in today’s worship.  In addition, you may continue to place your offerings at each exit at 

the close of worship as well. 

Sunday Morning Education Hour:  Sunday School, Jr High Confirmation Class, and High School Youth education runs 
from 10:15-11:15 am downstairs. A video adult Bible study will take place in the worship space following Sunday’s 

service titled “Nurturing Your Faith: CALLED”.  Jim Harrison is also leading a Bible class titled: “Tackling Today’s 

Topics”. Come and join during Education Hour in the chapel. 

 

*** OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS *** 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing: Thank you to everyone who donated their time and rang the bell for the Salvation Army 

this past year. We made $71.12/per hour.  We have brought in a total of $44,637.87 since 2011!   

Bible Studies: The Men’s bible study has resumed on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 9:00 am.  The Men’s 

breakfast bible study has resumed and studying Ephesians on the 2nd and 4th Saturday at 7 am. 

Facilities and Property:  We are currently seeking volunteers for the facilities and property maintenance.  Duties include 
conducting repairs (within skill level), assisting needed repairs, and contacting contractors for repair 

estimates/completion.  If you’d like to know more about this committee, please see John Belsha. 

Annual Congregational Meeting: The Congregation Annual Voters Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 24th.  The 

meeting will be called to order soon after the Sunday worship service.  The agenda will include  a) approval for the 2021 

budget, b) election of the Board of Directors, and c) election of the Board of Elders.  Materials will be made available to 
all members prior to the meeting.  The Board has hopeful expectations that 2021 will be a wonderful year for our church 

as we seek to share the love of Christ with each other and with the community in which we live. 

Nominees for Board of Directors: Chris Fecke, Justin Stein, and Dominic Wondolkowski. Treasurer: Cheryl Awe. 

Financial Secretary: Kirstin Lietzau. Board of Elders: Scott Allen, Dave Engen, Tom Gitzlaff, Bob Hogeland, Ross 

Johnson, David Sarandos and Jeff Schwab.   

Giving: Please know that Bethlehem’s operating budget is 100% reliant on your faithful giving. We have online and 
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mobile giving available for your convenience.  Simply download the GivePlus app on your phone or find the link on our 

website to get started.   

LWML Winter Getaway: The Christ-centered winter getaway is taking place January 29th & 30th at the Clarion Hotel 
and Conference center in Wisconsin Dells.  There are great hands-on events planned!  For more information, please 

contact Judy Gitzlaff. 

*** WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR PRESCHOOL*** 
January is a fun-filled month for our preschoolers. The joy that playtime in the snow brings is amazing to see, so we have 
made the most of our days back at school with fresh snow! Our 4K has been learning about polar animals, while our 3K 

class has been getting creative with snowmen.  Both classrooms continue to work on readiness skills to help our students 

build a solid emotional, spiritual, and academic foundation. We pray that 2021 brings our Bethlehem family many 
blessings of peace, love, joy and good health.   

It's not too early to be thinking of our Fall 2021 programs!  Registration will open soon.  Please watch the bulletin for 

more information soon! 
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